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So the tour with OTEP hasn't started yet?
No the tour starts in the next couple of days.  We 
jump on on the 8th of June and then were on board 
for the next two months. 

Well  talk  about  the  anticipation  that  you  guys 
must be feeling in regard to touring with OTEP. 
How did the whole thing come together?
We're extremely excited.   We would be under  any 
circumstance but  it's  more  so  for  this  because we 
made good friends with the the last time that we went 
on  the  road  with  them  earlier  this  year.   It  was 
strange how this whole thing happened.  As a band 
we had discussed making 2015 a time to create new 
record and not tour at all.  And then days later we get 
a phone call from a very helpful promoter friend out 
in Northern California. This opportunity came through 
and he was able to get us involved.  We had like two 
and half  weeks notice before we hit  the road with 
them in February. It was an amazing experience and 
to be able to do it again is beyond exciting.  We're 
stoked. 

Are  there  any  specific  dates  that  have  you 
particularly excited?
Yeah.   There  are  a  lot  of  markets  that  I've  always 
wanted to play.  I've been doing this forever.  We as a 
band have been doing this for a very long time.  I've 
always wanted to play up in New York and New Jersey. 
I've got a lot of family up there. It's just always been a 
goal  of  mine.   In  the  past  when we've  tried  to  tour 
independently we always tried to book shows in those 
markets but for one reason or another things always 
fell through.  So to be glued to the Northeast for a large 
portion of this tour is really exciting. 

And bring me back to the beginning of this band. 
How did it all get started?
This band -  this specific  lineup of DOWNFALL 2012 
started almost a decade ago.  It was formed after the 
prior line up had fallen apart.   I  was involved in that 
prior line up for a like a full decade.  We did a lot of 
stuff.  I started that band as a kid and towards the end 
of a decade that cycle of the band had ended  and the 
other musicians had moved on.  It was actually a pretty 

JUNE 2015 – ROCKWiRED.COM                                  PAGE 16 



ROCKWiRED MAGAZiNE – ACES OF BASS 2015

tough situation for me.  But very quickly I was able to 
recruit  the  musicians  that  I  have  now.   It  was 
amazing.  It was almost a blessing that he old band 
ended the way that it did and it was able to be reborn 
into what it is now.  I wouldn't change a thing.  That 
being said I'm almost a twenty year veteran with this 
band name. 

And  talk  about  the  other  two  members  of  the 
band and what it is that you think each of them 
brings to the table  that  makes the whole thing 
work.
You got BOO ROGERS on the bass and vocals and 
percussion  and  you've  got  CASEY  BOWEN  on 
drums and vocals.  These guys bring everything. It's 
insane.  They are two of the most talented musicians 
that I've ever been a fan of.  And to be able to work 
with  them  is  that  much  more  exciting.   They're 
extremely  talented  and  very  cool  dudes.   They're 
very easy to work with.  Our personality types seem 
to  really  compliment  each  other  in  manner  where 
we're able to be very productive and get things done 
and still have  a good time doing it.  Both guys are 
very traditionally trained.  They've both had a lot  of 
schooling and have been involved in a lot of different 
projects.   They bring everything to the table.  They 
both  sing  and  they  really  awesome  voices  - 
especially for the genre that we play.  They can play 
any  instrument  that  you  hand  to  them.   It's  a 
powerhouse. 

And my hat is off to you for  sticking it out for 
twenty years. What was your musical experience 
before this band?
I was a kid.  There wasn't much experience.  I joined 
DOWNFALL 2012 when I  was thirteen or fourteen. 
We're talking 'kids' here. Prior to that it was playing in 
a garage with some friends.  I'm a lot different from 
BOO and CASEY in that I'm not formally trained.  I'm 
the  guy that  learned from his  and got  onstage as 
soon  as  he  possibly  could.   A lot  of  my  favorite 
musicians aren't exactly the most accomplished on a 
scholarly conventional level  but they are unique in 
their own way.

And what was it that made you decide that music 
was going to be your living?
It's  interesting.   I  think  about  that  sometimes.  I've 
done this for so long that I think I've forgotten where 
it  actually  clicked  for  me.   Oddly  enough  the  first 

thing that comes to mind is when I was a kid  my family 
was in a turbulent situation.  My mother and father had 
been  through  a  lot  of  rough  patches.   My  father 
especially had a hard time relating the the music that I 
was drawn to   and to  me playing  music  in  general. 
This was forever ago and he was just being a dad I 
guess.   I  think  being  so  infatuated  with  listening  to 
music and collecting as much of the punk and grunge 
bands that were around at the time and then one day 
this kid that was really good at guitar approached me 
and was thinking about starting a band.  Back then the 
internet wasn't really around and if it was no one was 
using it.  This kid wanted to start a band for real and I 
was like "holy shit!" It was like something popped for 
me.  It was as if making music was actually an option. 
Prior to that I thought that kind of thing was just for the 
rock stars.  I was just a kid that wanted to play guitar. 
Something  popped  in  my  brain  at  that  point  and  I 
realized that this was something that I wanted to do.  I 
actually  never  ended  up  playing  with  this  guy.   We 
never ended up being in a band together and I think he 
ended  up  saying  goodbye  to  music  and  joining 
Corporate America which is fine.  That was his choice. 
I was twelve years old when this whole notion of being 
in  a band popped into  my brain.   I  just  pushed and 
pushed and pushed.  While not everyone in my family 
or friends supported me that just drove me further. 

Earlier so had stated that the band was going to 
spend 2015  writing  music  but  clearly  you've  got 
some touring  commitments  to  honor.  Talk  about 
this album. How is it coming along. 
That's very interesting.  2014 was a rough year for this 
band.  We really had  a great run up until that point. 
Every band has their rough patches and bad spots.  I 
think a lot of us had outside stressors and challenges 
that  were  hard  to  balance  out  the  demand and  the 
workload.  It   really  pulled  us  apart  as  a  band.   We 
stayed active on the surface and people thought things 
were okay  but deep down behind the scenes things 
were far from it and it really wasn't looking all that good 
for us.   Toward the end of 2014 we found a way to 
compromise and make this thing work  and were very 
delicate and careful about and soon everything started 
to feel  good again  and the music started to  be fun 
again.  Our personal lives had started to improve and 
the band won a few words.  We have this body of work 
called EVERY MAN FOR HIMSELF - It an album that 
was released in two pieces and it comes with a graphic 
novel. It was supposed to be a three-part album. We 
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started working on part three but then 2014 got all 
weird and hectic for us.  Long story shortened - by 
the time we got into the mode of needing to take a 
hiatus to loving each other and wanting to do this  we 
just  felt  like  the  material  was  obsolete  and  that 
maybe  it  was  time  to  write  something  that  was 
completely fresh.  When we got back together as a 
band  we  started  really  writing.   BOO and  CASEY 
were coming up with some of these awesome riffs. It 
was just fresh and different so we've set our sights to 
a fresh new record  that breaks from the EVERYMAN 
saga.   Some of  our  fans  might  not  be  too  happy 
about that but I  think with some explanation they'll 
forgive us. When we got  asked on the OTEP tour 
something else shifted and we decided that we are 
going to release part of that EVERYMAN record just 
to  give  the  thing  some closure  but  we're  going  to 
release it in a different manner than we had expected 
to.  We're thinking about pressing EVERY MAN FOR 
HIMSELF VOL. I and II into one release along with 
the best cuts from EVERYMAN III.  We want to make 
a  full  length  record  that  we can press  a  bunch of 
easily just because we've got so much touring to do 
in 2015.  It would be easier to to do that before we 
start  concentrating  on  putting  a  new  full  length 
together. 

And  when  people  come  to  see  you  on  this 
upcoming tour what would you like for someone 
to come away with after they've seen you're set?
I  just  want  people  to  experience  something  very 
exciting, inspiring and positive. Even though we play 
in  a  genre  that  is  sometimes aggressive  sounding 
and doesn't say the most positive or happy things I 
want people to watch our performance and and feel 
inspired, intrigued and want to tell their friends about 
it.  That might be a cookie-cutter cliche answer. I'm 
sure a lot of bands have that same answer  but as a 
band we really do think outside of the box when it 
comes to our live show We're in an era of music right 
now where anyone emerging from the bottom really 
needs to step it up.  We put a tremendous amount of 
work  into  making  the  show  very  dynamic  and 
exciting.   No  matter  who  you  were  prior  to 
experience DOWNFALL 2012. I want you to be a fan 
of what we do.
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Well it's great to hear from you guys again and 
I'm excited to be hearing this new album. It was a 
long time in the making. You already have a video 
for a couple of the songs and the thing seems to 
be gaining in  momentum so how do you guys 
feel about finished work now that it's out there 
for people to listen to?
PATRICK: We're really proud of this one.  It was a 
long time in the making but I also feel like we left no 
stone un-turned with this one.  It  was exactly what 
we wanted to get out.  It feels great. 

CHRIS: One  of  the  things  that  look  so  long  is 
because  we  did  it  all  ourselves.   There  were 
absolutely no outsiders involved at all.  We just went 
into the studio and made sure that it sounded like we 
wanted it  to sound. This album was pretty much a 
trial  by fire kind of thing. I've never recorded a full 
length album before. With the making of this album I 
went form being a guitar player and songwriter  to 
being  a  producer.   The  process  was  very 
overwhelming  but very rewarding because when you 

hear  the  finished  product  and  it's  really  your  baby 
because you created it. 

As a band you have that one foot in nostalgia and 
that  other  foot  in  being  very  contemporary.  This 
album sounds amazing. Talk about all that went int 
o  it  since it  was just  you guys calling all  of  the 
shots. 
CHRIS: We had two engineers actually.  As a band our 
influences come form a nostalgic background.  There 
are a lot of references to rock n roll as it used to be but 
a the same time the album is made by people who live 
in 2015.  It's really like our 2015 take on where rock  n 
roll should be.  We've had a lot of conversations with 
people about the album  and they'll  call  it  AOR and 
melodic rock  which is completely accurate but when 
you ask what that means  it mean just that - melodic 
rock.  Not necessarily eighties rock.  It's just rock.  This 
is how we view rock n roll in this day and age. 

And I  also understand that you guys have a nee 
member now. 
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PATRICK: JUSTIN  is  great.  We  started  looking 
around for a new drummer and we picked him up. 
He  wasn't  involved  in  the  recording  of  the  album. 
Once the album was finished we needed a drummer. 
To be honest with you I really don't know how we got 
him. 

CHRIS: It  was  when  we  were  shopping  around 
studios to record the EP. He happened to be in one 
the rooms that we were in and he just kept in touch. 
It's pretty much one of those things.  We've kind of 
built  our  business  with  the  live  performance   to 
accommodate a revolving set of drummers.  JUSTIN 
is  the  drummer  that  we've  been  with  four  a  few 
months now  and its' worked out really well so far. 

And  the  music  video  that  you  guys  have  with 
ARE YOU SLEEPING ALONE just brings me back 
to MTV'S HEADBANGER'S BALL back in 1989. 
CHRIS: We filmed it up in Syracuse  with this up and 
coming  director.   We  have  two  music  videos  out 
actually. One for this song and the other one is for 
DRESSED TO KILL.  coming up in the next couple of 
weeks your going to see a new music video coming 
out.   I  don't  think that  consumers necessarily trust 
musicians any more.  There is really no longer and 
easy way other than through SPOTIFY or something 
where you can listen to new music  unless you're on 
the  radio.   I  don'  think  that  simply having  a  song 
available online somewhere is necessarily going to 
drive people to  buy your  album.  I  think delivering 
songs over and over again with a music video really 
helps everybody  because it shows consumers that 
you  have  something  of  quality  to  offer  them. 
Everyone  has  four  minute  and  fifteen  seconds  to 
spare. I think music videos are a great thing. 

PATRICK: One of the reasons that we decided to put 
out a fifteen song album was because we wanted to 
put out as much media as we possibly could.  We 
figured that  if  we  had fifteen songs on this  album 
someone would like at least some of them. It was all 
about casting a wider net on our end and that is kind 
of   where we're  going with  these music  videos as 
well.   We  might  not  be  making  a  video  for  your 
favorite song right now  but maybe we'll do it in the 
future.  We just want to capture as many people with 
as much media as possible. 

CHRIS: Not to correct you PAT but I think the actual 

reason the there are fifteen songs on the album 
is  because that  is  as many as a CD will  hold.   We 
already  have  the  second  and  third  album  already 
planned out.  We had so much original material and we 
live  in  this  digital  world  where  you  can  record  very 
easily.  It doesn't have to cot a small fortune to record a 
good album anymore.   If  you  can record it  and you 
have  something  that  you  want  to  show people  then 
show it to them. 

I  can  imagine  that  you  guys  already  have  some 
shows lined up to promote this album, Are there 
any that you are particularly excited about?
CHRIS: We're heading out to ROCKLAHOMA again. 

PATRICK: Yeah next week. That's gonna be another 
big show and for the first time ever we're going to be 
doing  a show in  Omaha.   I'm actually really excited 
about that show because I've never been and we don't 
get out west too often.  I'm really looking forward to it.

CHRIS: One  of  the  cool  things  that  has  been 
happening is that we've really been reaching out into 
new markets.  We've played Georgia for the first time 
as well as North Carolina - places that are relatively far 
away form where we are in New York City.  We were 
able to get this kind of traction off of our first EP which 
was only four songs.  Now with the album coming out 
we've  been  able  to  pollinate  these  little  areas 
throughout the country and spread the news about the 
band faster and faster.   Right  now we've got  shows 
booked all the way to the end of 2015.  Now it's just an 
issue of confirming everything.

From the the start of this band up until now what 
has been the biggest surprise for you guys?
PATRICK: For me  personally, it's been the reaction to 
this  album.   I'm  not  saying  that  like  I  was  being 
pessimistic  but there have been people contacting us 
and completely freaking out about how much they love 
the  album.  It  was  almost  surprising  to  me.   It's  like 
these people love the album more than I like the album 
and I  wrote it.   That has been really cool.  That  has 
been a real surprise that people are really listening to 
this  and are really being touched by this.  It's so cool. I 
had hoped that people would like the album but i didn't 
think that people would like it as much as they did.  It's 
just a really cool feeling. 

CHRIS:  The band has surprised me.  It is very much 
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the product of what we put into it.  We spend a lot of 
time on the music.  We spend a lot of time on the 
road.   We spend a lot of time talking to press and 
whatever.  People have surprised me at what lengths 
they will go to  to find out more about you or to be 
friends with you.  That is what really surprises me. 
We played  a  show in  Wilmington,  Delaware  once 
and these people told us that they traveled two and a 
half  hours to  see us.   And I  was like "really"?  It's 
really  humbling  and  it's  really  cool  because  we're 
getting  outreach  from  people  from  the  album  in 
Poland  yet  no  one  knows  who  I  am  in  Northern 
Jersey.  It's nice to see that the album is effecting 
people to where they want to get involved. 

The reaction to your music doesn't surprise me. 
There is a direct-ness to it that is very refreshing 
and something you don't hear a lot of in current 
indie scene. 
PATRICK: I appreciate that. 

Well  it's  true.  I  think  we've  had  too  much 
accordion playing and foot stomping lately. 
CHRIS: Yeah. There are no mandolins on this album.

And that's refreshing. I  think that is why you're 
getting the response that you're getting. 
CHRIS: I think that everybody at the end of the day 
likes  fun.  If  you  hear  something  that  makes  you 
happy  or  reminds  you  of  something  that  you  can 
relate to in your life then it just engages people and 
gets them involved.  I love that. 
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I'm  so thrilled  to  be  talking to  you  and  I'm so 
excited to be hearing this new EP. I know that we 
have until the end of June before the CD comes 
out but Now that the release date is looming how 
do you feel about the finished work?
Oh my gosh! I  don't  think that words can describe 
how I feel about it.  It's definitely been a labor of love. 
We went through so much trying to put it  together 
and trying to find the right people to put it out.  I really 
have  to  thank  the  PAVEMENT  ENTERTAINMENT 
team  because  they  really  believed  in  us.   I  am 
immensely grateful.  I feel grateful and thankful that 
this EP is coming to fruition. To the see the whole 
thing manifest this was is an all around good feeling. 
I'm excited. 

And who helped you guys behind the recording 
console for this album?
We went to two different people.  Earlier in the EP we 
went to BEN SCHIGEL who actually did our FIGHT 
OF OUR LIVES album.  He  produced  three  of  the 
tracks. And then for two of the songs we went to nice 

fella in St. Louis, Missouri named MATT AMALON.

Describe  the  synergy  between  the  band  and 
PAVEMENT ENTERTAINMENT. 
It  just  works.   They get  it  .   It's  like  TIM KING just 
understands the inside workings of a band.  He knows 
what the goals should be for a band and they go after it 
and  we  just  really  connect  with  them on  that  level. 
They know what  we need before we know what  we 
need.   It's  been  an  all  around  awesome  working 
relationship.

You don't hear that a lot these days. 
No  you  don't.  It's  so  true.   We'  have  had  rough 
experiences before PAVEMENT.  People were holding 
our  hands  but  there were a lot  of  people telling us 
what to do and where to go and how to be  and what 
sells and what doesn't.  It's hard to be yourself when 
you're being marketed to be another band.  Because of 
that I  really appreciate the relationship that we have 
with PAVEMENT.  They let us and support us because 
we're us. 
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Talk about the other members of the band. Tell 
me who they are and what it  is you think each 
member brings to the table that makes this thing 
work.
At the moment there is my self and JASON WHITE 
our guitar player. He is actually the brainchild of the 
band  He is the glue that holds everything together.  I 
think I've said in another interview that he is like a 
human cyborg.   He  just  keeps  going  forward  and 
pushing further.  He takes a lot and you have to in 
this business.  You can't be fragile.  I'm kind of fragile 
and a lot things hurt me but you can't afford to be like 
that.  JASON is very strong.  I  think he is like the 
strongest  member of  the  group.  Then there is  our 
bass player DARREN.  He is this amazingly positive 
guy  and  he's  so  dedicated.   He  brings  so  much 
energy and so much passion to the project.  These 
area ll  of the members at the moment.  Right now 
we're trying to fill the spots of other members. You've 
got to find the right people.  We haven't had much 
luck finding permanent members because touring is 
not what people think it  is.  It's a lot  harder and it 
demands  a  lot  more  of  you  than  just  being  a 
weekend warrior touring band. 

It's a job. 
It's totally a job.  It's a 24-7 job.  Some bands are 
able to just tour on weekends  but we need to be on 
the road as much humanly possible. This is our life. 
This  is  the  thing  that  pays  the  bills.   If  we're  not 
touring and we're not in the studio then it's like "what 
are you doing?"

So bring me back to before the band. What was 
your musical experience before STRAIGHT LINE 
STITCH?
My family has always been into music.  My dad plays 
saxophone and my mom sang in the church.  She 
still sings in the church. My brother plays guitar. He 
taught himself.  Ever since I can remember. I always 
wanted to sing.  I always wanted to be an entertainer 
and I don't know why because I'm super-shy and I'm 
terrified of people.  I love people but I'm terrified of 
them.  I knew that I had to do something to get out of 
my comfort zone.  I wanted to sing so, so, so, so bad 
that I originally started off singing R&B music.  That 
got transformed largely because of my brother.  My 
brother was the one that got me into doing heavier 
music. 

Who  did  you  listen  to  that  you  looked  to  as  a 
template for what you're doing now?
The first band that really pushed me over the edge was 
KORN.  I  was obsessed with them.  I  wanted to be 
them. I wanted to embody them.  I  wanted to follow 
whatever formula that they had but I knew that I had to 
find my own identity. I was influenced by lot of metal 
bands  such  as  PANTERA and  WHITE  ZOMBIE  as 
well.

Was STRAIGHT LINE STITCH your first opportunity 
to explore that kind of music or was there another 
band before this one for you?
I was in a band called FSN  but we were only weekend 
warriors who only played around town in Nashville.  I 
actually me the guys from STRAIGHT LINE STITCH 
through being in FSN.  That was back in the day when 
bands would  network  with  each other  and everyone 
was  willing  to  help  one  another.   When  I  met 
STRAIGHT LINE STITCH my band was kind of falling 
apart and they weren't all that happy with their singer.  I 
really wanted to join STRAIGHT LINE. I thought they 
were amazing.  They were actually doing more than 
my band.  So I made the jump and joined STRAIGHT 
LINE STITCH. 

And  talk  about  the  songwriting  process  in  this 
band. How do you guys go about it?
Because we all live far away form each other we wrote 
this EP all  on computer.   It's  all  technology.   We all 
have these programs on our computers that allow us to 
put in riffs and tracks and send stuff to each other back 
and forth and hash out the music together. 

From the EP a couple of songs really stand out for 
me and one of them is DARK MATTERS. Talk about 
that track. 
DARK MATTERS is a song about being true to yourself 
and not falling into what everyone else is doing.  It's 
about not being a clone and not being what everyone 
else wants you to be. You have to follow that light that 
is inside of you and doing what's right for you. That is 
what DARK MATTERS is all about. 

What about the song HUMAN BONDAGE?
We actually just finished doing a music video for that 
one.   That  one  is  actually  my favorite  track  on  the 
record  and it was the last song that we wrote for the 
EP. HUMAN BONDAGE is about feeling like they're in 
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bondage  because  all  they  need  is  forgiveness.  I 
wrote that song because I've made a lot of mistakes. 
I'm not perfect.  I've hurt people and have gone about 
things the wrong way. Sometimes you can become a 
slave to the wrong that you've done and forgiveness 
is the only thing that can set you free.  There comes 
a time where you need to let it go.  You have to cut 
free from what  is  binding  you and forgive yourself 
and move on with  your  life.   If  they don't  want  to 
forgive you then that's on them.

How have live shows gone for the band. 
Live shows are fun.  When we're not having monitor 
problems or any other problems that go along with 
doing a live show playing live is a lot of fun  When 
we're  on stage we  enjoy ourselves.   Nowadays in 
this  economy it's  a  lot  for  a  person  to  get  money 
together  to  come out  to  a  show  so  when people 
come out to see us we really want to give them a 
show whether it's five people or a hundred people. 
We take our live show very seriously. You've got to 
give people a show. 

What  would  you  like  for  people  to  come away 
with after they hear TRANSPARENCY?
Have you ever heard a song on the radio and you 
just feel it to your very core? I want people to feel 
that way when they listen to our EP.  We've put so 
much into this EP and I want people to relate to it 
and understand it.  I want this EP to mean something 
to people.  I want people to really grasp it. 
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A YEAR AND A DAY is a fantastic CD and now 
that it's out there for people to listen to, how do 
you feel about the finished work?
You know what? I love the CD.  I'll tell you how my 
mind works a little bit.  I haven't listened to it in about 
three or four months.  I listened to it so much before 
it  was made and after  it  was made  and now I'm 
focusing on new stuff.  We're still playing all of that 
stuff live and I love all of those songs but as a band 
we're  focused  on  continually  writing  and  moving 
forward.  Right now we have about seven or eight 
new songs that aren't  on the CD and others in one 
form  or  another  floating  around.   Anytime  a  band 
releases  a  full  length  CD  -  to  me  that  is  an 
accomplishment.  It's a statement. 

Especially today!
Yeah,  especially  today.  I've  talked  to  people  and 
they've  suggested  that  we  take  these  songs   and 
break it up into EP releases.  I  think the approach 

that we're going to take is that we're going to do all of 
those things plus  a full length release. 

Talk about the beginning of this band. How did it all 
get started?
ROYCE -the lead singer - and I were playing in a cover 
band.  We were just having a good time.  It was funny 
because  he  had  I  had  gotten  burned  out  on  other 
things  so we decided to put together a cover band. We 
thought we'd have fun playing songs that we love.  We 
figured it would be easy to do and we would find some 
guys to do it with. In that band we did everything from 
ZEPPELIN to  PANTERA and everything  in  between. 
We were getting some really good gigs  and then some 
promoters  were  saying  that  we  should  do  our  own 
stuff.  That was first seed that was planted.  ROYCE 
and I started talking about it more and then we got  to 
the point where we were seriously thinking about doing 
that.  Finally we made the decision to do so but the 
guys we were playing with didn't want to do it. 
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Yikes!
So  ROYCE  and  I  decided  that  we  would  built 
something form the ground up. We live in a smaller 
area in Prescott,  Arizona. This whole area is about 
ninety-thousand  people  so  it's  a  pretty  tight  knit 
music  community.  We  targeted  the  guys  that  we 
really  liked  as  players   and who  we  think  we  can 
really get along with for a long term project.   That 
was what we did. 

How did the name come about?
ROYCE and I were hanging out downtown  and we 
had been talking about this project for a while. We 
had everybody on board that we wanted. We were 
on Whiskey Row  at  this bar  called THE PALACE 
which has been around since the late 1800's.  It's just 
a really cool bar.  Our bartender friends was giving 
us  pint  shots.   ROYCE  and  I  had  put  our  heads 
together trying to come up with a name for this band. 
At first we were throwing out some one-word names 
and then we decided to come up with a name with 
three words in it.   We knew that it  couldn't just be 
band name.  It  had to be an institution. The ideas 
were  flowing  and  we  were  having  a  good  time 
laughing.  Hell were even talking in Scottish accents. 
Somehow  the  name  VOODOO  SEX  CULT  came 
out .   That was the origin of the name.  Once we 
settled on the name we just continued drinking and 
getting into shenanigans. 

And talk about the other members of the band. 
Tell me who they are and what it is you think that 
each of them brings to the table that makes this 
thing work.
I'm going to go with DOYLE MEREDITH first. He's a 
our  drummer.   DOYLE  is  the  engine.   He's  like 
KEITH MOON and TOMMY LEE combined.  The guy 
likes to party and he likes to have a great time.  He's 
such a  good drummer.  He's the best drummer I've 
ever worked with.  He's constantly breaking cymbals 
and sticks SABIAN CYMBALS is his favorite cymbal 
company and we're working on a few things to send 
to SABIAN at this point.  He is a just a monster on 
the drums.  Next is PETE.  I'm trying to explain the 
guy in my own words.  He's kind of the gloss of the 
band. He's that guy that is willing to work and work 
and work. It' s like that guy that keeps making chairs 
out of wood and he keeps polishing it and sanding it. 
That's PETE in a nutshell.  he's very fastidious and a 

great  pleasure  to  work  with.   On  our  bottom  end 
playing bass is CHRIS BURGESS.  When it comes to 
writing  and jamming  together  the  guy is  just  a  rock 
solid bass player.  I love his tone.  He's got such a big 
beefy  tone.   No  matter  what  he's  doing  he's  just 
bulletproof.   I've  been  playing  withe  guy  now  for  a 
couple of years and i don't hear him miss much. 

And  talk  about  what  drew  you  to  music  in  the 
beginning. 
I was raised in church.  My dad is a pastor.  That was 
where it started.  It was just hearing people sing  and 
there was a guy in St. Louis who had a guitar.  I saw 
that guitar and that point in my life I had never even 
heard rock n roll or heavy metal. But I saw that guitar 
and I was completely drawn to it because of it's curves 
and the the sound that it would make.  That was the 
beginning.   Obviously  I  was  encouraged  further  by 
music videos that I would watch.  The guys that really 
spoke to me in my early years were all the greats like 
RANDY RHOADS and EDDIE VAN HALEN. You listen 
to those guys and you are just like "wow"! Growing up I 
didn't  care  about  driving  cars.  I  just  wanted  to  play 
guitar.  I remember driving my parents crazy by playing 
my guitar so much. 

In the meantime people have this album A YEAR 
AND A DAY to listen to. What would you like for 
some to come away with after they hear it?
I want people to crank it up and have a good time at a 
party with  your  friends.   Those are  the  things that  I 
would really encourage people to do.  Also, get eh best 
pair  of  headphones  get  your  favorite  beverage  that 
you like to drink  set some mood lighting  and listen to 
the album all the way through in one sitting. 
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RED-EYED  ROMANCE,  you've  been  a  part  of 
several  CONCERT WATCH segments as of  late, 
how  does  it  feel  to  get  back  out  and  playing 
shows after your hiatus?
It  feels great! We took a short break at the end of 
2014 to regroup and to begin the writing process for 
the new album. We kicked it off back in March with 
the new lineup just to get a feel. I think our fans were 
very pleased with the new lineup. We had a lot of 
nice feedback from that show. Needless to say, we 
all  have been dying to get back on the road again 
and to perform for our fans.
 
You're  finally  back  to  a  full  band  lineup  rather 
than solely playing acoustic shows, what's next 
for the band? 
We are back to a full band lineup and it has been a 
long time coming. As far as the band as a whole, we 
are working on our new album and currently booking 
our shows for 2015. As far as the future of Red-Eyed 
Romance, it's a little too early to tell what will actually 

happen. A lot of great things are in the works for us and 
we are working with some really great people in the 
industry. The future is looking promising for sure. We 
just want to keep the momentum going and push this 
band  as  far  as  we  can  in  the  most  effective  ways 
possible. 
 
What do KRIS and TOBY bring to the band and how 
did  they  conjoin  into  your  group?  If  i"m  not 
mistaken, they were in BEYOND AMENDS?
Where to begin? I remember one night I was doing a 
promo at a local bar for our show we had with "RA" last 
year for their farewell tour. I was introduced to Kris by a 
mutual  friend  and  he  was  there  grubbing  down  on 
some wings. It happened to be a Karaoke night at this 
bar and he had asked me to sing. I think I picked the 
song  "SAY  GOODBYE"  by  "THEORY  OF  A 
DEADMAN" if  I  am not mistaken? After the song he 
said, "Man you got some pipes." and we exchanged 
numbers and became friends after that. I had passed a 
CD of  some of  the tunes to  KRIS and he began to 
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learn  the  songs  and  asked  if  he  and  I  could  get 
together  and  jam  sometime.  From  the  first  jam 
session  we  had  a  lot  of  chemistry.  KRIS  officially 
joined the group at the end of 2014. He had reached 
out to TOBY who was BEYOND AMEND'S bassist at 
the time and he came in probably within two weeks 
of  Kris  joining  the  group  and  the  first  full  band 
rehearsal was unbelievable. It finally felt like we had 
found our missing pieces. These two guys take our 
songs to a whole new level, even with the songs we 
have  been  playing  for  years.  We  all  come  from 
different backgrounds of music... KRIS is more of a 
heavy metal  kinda  guy,  TOBY brings  the  classical 
and  melodic  style  to  the  mix.  So  with  all  of  our 
different  styles  into  the  melting  pot  of  RED-EYED 
ROMANCE, it becomes pretty magical sometimes as 
to what we come up with as a band.
 
In  what  ways  do  you  feel  as  though  you've 
evolved since your last full lineup?
We are always evolving as a group and as musicians 
individually. We are constantly writing as a band and 
always striving to become better musically. As I said 
earlier, with KRIS and TOBY it has definitely brought 
our music to the next level. I think it will show in our 
newer songs and the fans will get the full experience 
at our live shows.
 
You've been taking the scene by force it seems 
and  it  shows  through  how  many  CONCERT 
WATCH segments that you've been featured in, 
how do you feel as though you stand out among 
other local bands?
I would say the vocals are what sets us apart from 
most artists around here. We have a lot of harmony 
vocals in our songs that we love to bring to our live 
performances. Many of our fanshave told us that our 
vocals  really  stand  out  among  other  really  great 
bands and just having that dynamic really expands 
our fanbase to a larger audience.
 
Are there any bands in the scene that you would 
like to play with that you haven't had the chance 
to do so with as of yet?
Oh wow! FIFTY FLIES and TRITON are on the top of 
the list for sure and we are actually performing with 
those guys for the END OF SUMMER ROCK FEST. 
We  are  pretty  stoked  about  that!  BEYOND  THE 
BROKEN is  another  great  band  we  would  love  to 
perform with. There are so many great local bands 

out there, most we have performed with either back in 
the AO days or when RED-EYED ROMANCE was an 
acoustic  act.  I  know  there's  a  lot  of  new  groups 
popping  up  all  over  the  place  and  we  can't  wait  to 
check them out.
 
Do you have any friends, family, or fans that you 
would like to  give  a shout out  for  their  constant 
support as the band has faced adversity this past 
year?
I  would  like  to  thank  MICHELLE  ARNOLD  from 
MICHIGAN.  She  is  one  of  our  biggest  fans  and 
supporters out there. She always been a friend to all of 
us from the first time we had met her years ago. JEFF 
COXEN (SYCAN MEDIA) for doing a fabulous job on 
our video for "NOT LISTENING". Also BRADY BRADY 
from  NICKEL AND  DIME  ENTERTAINMENT.  BRAD 
has always had our back and gave us a shot when it 
seemed like no one else would take a chance on us, 
even when we were regrouping. I am proud to call him 
a friend. BRAD'S business partners CHUCK MAYES 
and JOHN MERRY for helping us get our start in the 
local  CHARLOTTE  NC  music  scene.  Our  one  man 
crew,  TONY"TONY  TONE"  JIMENEZ.  CHARLIE 
"TWO  BUCK  CHUCK",  JOSEPH,  MICHAEL,  and 
JORDAN (The DISCIPLES). All of the bands who have 
helped us along the way, sharing the stage with us and 
networking. Most of all...  We would like to thank our 
fans. I  can't  tell  you how many emails and words of 
encouragement we have got from all of you in the past 
year.  We love every single one of you and we can't 
wait  to get  back on stage and see all  of  your  faces 
once again!
 
If I am not mistaken, the band will soon be entering 
the studio to record a new album? What do you 
plan on naming it as it stands currently?
We have been asked a lot about a new album and new 
music. So here's the answer... YES! We are planning 
on  releasing  two  albums actually in  the  near  future. 
One album will be an all unplugged style album with a 
list of fan favorites, and a few new ones. The second 
will  be  our  debut  album  and  it  will  feature  our  first 
single called "NIGHTMARE". We are in the final stages 
of pre-production work, and deciding what tracks will 
go  on  this  album.  We are  working  with  an  amazing 
award winning producer and we will keep his name a 
secret  for  now.  As  far  as  what  we  will  name  the 
albums? We have an idea but  we will  wait  until  the 
album  is  finished  before  making  a  decision  on  an 
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album title.
 
I  believe  at  some  point,  you'll  be  filming  your 
next music video. Which single have you chosen 
for the video, will it be NIGHTMARE?
NIGHTMARE  would  be  a  good  song  for  a  video, 
however you never know what song would be best 
interpreted into a video until you have taken the time 
to listen to the finished product over and over again. 
It always seems like the song you can't seem to stop 
listening to is the one that will make the best Video 
ideas, both for the director and for the musicians. So 
once we get the new record in the final stages we will 
be planning on a video for sure. I would like to film in 
CALIFORNIA. I mean, who wouldn't want to do work 
and see some palm trees at the same time?
 
What's next or RED-EYED ROMANCE both long 
term and short term, from talking to you guys at 
shows, it sounds as though a lot has been put on 
your plate. Can you give some insight to readers 
as to what's going on?
As of right now we are taking everything one day at a 
time. We are continuing to grow as a band more and 
more each time we rehearse and perform. Our main 
priority  is  to  get  our  new  album  out  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  have  also  released  our  first  line  of 
merchandise.  We  have  a  lot  of  really  cool  items 
available  to  our  fans.  Our  website  will  be  up  and 
running  very  soon  and  our  online  store  will  be 
available  through  the  website.  Everyone  then  can 
purchase our merchandise online as well as keep up 
with tour dates and our news feeds on social media.  
As far as the long term, there are plans in the making 
of doing an acoustic DVD with an in depth interview 
with us and with special bonus features. We would 
like to put out an Album once a year or so.  At least 
an EP just to give our fans the music they love and 
enjoy. We don't really know what the future may hold 
for us. It could all be taken away from us tomorrow or 
we could be around for the next thirty to forty years. I 
am very proud of what we have accomplished and I 
will be happy either way.
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ELECTRIC CARTEL, tell me a bit about the band. 
Who's in it and what do each of you bring to the 
band?
The core of the group started over 7 years ago with 
me (SHAGO) and MARQUES. We were known as 
LUCKY FIVE until 2014, when we changed our name 
to  ELECTRIC  CARTEL.  ELECTRIC  CARTEL 
consists  of  me  on  guitar  and  backup  vocals, 
MARQUES NASH on lead vocals and auxiliary keys, 
CHRIS  WITHERSPOON  on  main  keys,  MARCUS 
JONES on bass, JESSE WILLIAMS on drums and 
ADRIAN  CRUTCHFIELD  on  saxophone  and 
vocoder.
 
You  were  pretty  prominent  in  the  CHARLOTTE 
music scene under the name LUCKY FIVE, how 
the  bands  name  was  changed?  Is  the  current 
name a reference to the line from SOMETHING IN 
YOUR HEAD, "I was born and raised in Electric 
City"?
Yes, we used to play a lot for a few years back then--

just about every weekend for a while. At the time we 
decided  to  change  our  name  we  had  gone  through 
some member changes when two of our band mates 
moved away.  It  didn't  feel  right  to  be called  LUCKY 
FIVE anymore since we changed so much since the 
band's  conception.  Lucky  Five  seemed  to  represent 
more of the raw rock-driven, loud and aggressive era 
of  our development.  Towards the end of the LUCKY 
FIVE era our sound began to mature into something 
else--there  were  more  R&B and  neo-soul  influences 
that  began to  seep into  our  writing.  We had always 
talked about changing our name from LUCKY FIVE to 
something else. LUCKY FIVE just felt too High School 
(haha). At some point we decided to finally seek out a 
new name, and I think it was MARQUES and JESSE 
who came up with "Funk Cartel." We thought around 
for a bit and decided that we didn't want to have any 
words that pigeon-hole us to a certain sound, but we 
liked the word Cartel. "Electric" came to me when we 
were  at  rehearsal  trying  to  find  a  word  to  go  with 
Cartel;  I was scanning around the room for inspiration 
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and I looked down at my pedal board and saw my TC 
ELECTRONICS  pedal  and  said,  "Hey,  what  about 
ELECTRIC CARTEL?" Everyone dug it, so we went 
with it! 
 
How do you feel as though you've evolved as a 
band from LUCKY FIVE to ELECTRIC CARTEL?
Well,  this  transformation  took  place  over  7  or  so 
years. I guess it started with us all growing together 
as musicians. We listened to mostly the same stuff, 
and had a singular view of how we wanted our music 
to be. But like every musician should, we all started 
to explore other facets music. One of us would be 
hooked on ROBERT RANDOLPH, another on ROY 
HARGROVE, another on LUPE FIASCO, another on 
TOWER OF POWER. So I  guess that's  when our 
sound  started  to  evolve  and  it  became  sort-of  a 
melting pot of musical styles. We grew as musicians 
and became hip to jazz and neo-soul harmony and 
chord  changes.  So  for  a  while  we  were  writing 
material that was admittedly a little too far out there. 
But it was good to get that out of our system. Now we 
like to think that we have a happy marriage between 
that and the old-school LUCKY FIVE. 
 
If I'm not mistaken, you're currently working on 
your  first  album?  How  is  it  coming  along  and 
what can we expect from it? Does it have a title 
as of yet?
Yes! We've been working on it for a while, taking our 
sweet  time to  make sure  that  we're  all  completely 
happy with what we're releasing.  It's  coming along 
very well! Most of the instruments are recorded, we 
just  need to go in and do vocals, horns and some 
more auxiliary keys. We're also considering adding a 
track  or  two.  We  went  at  it  with  the  mentality  of 
creating a sort-of pop record. Every aspect of it has 
been  heavily  produced  and  nitpicked--a  departure 
from  our  live  shows  which  incorporate  a  lot  of 
improvisation. You won't hear solos in every song, or 
crazy drum fills left and right. Our aim is to create a 
pop  accessible  record  that  maintains  musical 
integrity.  We're  considering just  having it  be a self 
titled record, but we haven't  decided for sure as of 
yet. 
 
Do you have an estimate of how much longer it 
will be until the release?
I've found that every estimate so far has been off, so 
I will just say that we'll get it done as soon as we're 

ready ;) 
 
For those that  aren't  familiar with the band, how 
would describe your style?
This  is  a  question  that  has  plagued  us  for  years. 
Overall I would say soul-rock. We like deep grooves, 
catchy  melodies  and  exciting  chord  changes.  Above 
all, our aim is to make you dance. You will hear R&B, 
pop, rock, funk and jazz fusion influences throughout 
or music. 
 
When composing, what do you feel influences you 
the most as artists whether it be other bands, the 
political happenings of the world, soul, or whatever 
the case may be?
It used to be that whoever we were into at the time--
whether  it’s  SNARKY PUPPY,  ROBERT GLASPER, 
MAMAS GUN, D’ANGELO or whatever--we would try 
to pull that directly into our music. These days it's just 
like,  "okay,  are people going to  be able  to  dance to 
this? Are the changes going to be too distracting for the 
average pop listener?" We're certainly more conscious 
of  the  listener  now,  and  not  just  concerned  with 
impressing each other and other musicians. 
 
How would you describe your live show? Do you 
plan on hitting the CHARLOTTE scene hard after 
the album is released?
We try to keep our live shows exciting, adding different 
arrangements  for  songs,  throwing  in  the  occasional 
cover, extended improvisational sections (but not in a 
“jam band” sense), and lots of guest musicians. You’ll 
see us trying to  impress each other  with  new twists 
here and there, departing from the written parts and 
adding a new texture to the music. If you see us up 
there laughing in  the middle of  a song it’s  a way of 
acknowledging  that  we  like  what  someone  did  at  a 
certain point.  Overall,  we like to keep it high energy. 
And yes,  we plan on hitting the CHARLOTTE scene 
and  just  about  every  scene  we  can  break  into.  We 
haven’t done extensive touring, so that’s something we 
plan on doing.
 
What are some positive things that have been said 
about the band as well as negative whether it's in 
this carnation or that of LUCKY FIVE? 
Hmm, positive. I guess the main positive response we 
get  is  the  overall  musicianship.  I’m  lucky enough  to 
play  with  some  of  the  best  and  most  versatile 
musicians that I know. People also seem to appreciate 
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that we bring so many different influences into our 
writing. They like being able to funk out in one song, 
rock out in another, and just vibe out to the next one. 
Negative? Hopefully there’s  not too much negative 
out  there,  but  the  negative  comments  that  we’ve 
gotten seem to arise from musical preference. Some 
of the old LUCKY FIVE fans want us to keep writing 
more  rock-driven  stuff.  Sometimes  they  feel  like 
some  of  the  grooves  we  play  are  more  oriented 
towards R&B and neo-soul listeners, and they might 
not feel as attracted to that. That’s why we’re trying 
our best to merge the two genres. Oh, and a lot (and 
I mean A LOT) of fans are upset that we don’t take 
our shirts off anymore like we used to years ago ;)
 
 After the album is released, what comes next?
Touring  and  more  writing!  We  don’t  ever  want  to 
enter a lull where we’re exhausting our material and 
not  releasing  records.  We  love  making  music 
together and we want to be able to thrive in doing so. 
Our goal is to release a record every year or year 
and a half. We also want to have a bigger presence. 
Over the past year we’ve had hardly any presence 
on social media and we’d like to change that once 
we have a product to offer.
 
In  20  years,  where  do  you  see  the  band?  Will 
ELECTRIC CARTEL be bigger than TOM CRUISE 
as well as EARTH WIND & FIRE?
Well I don’t know if we’ll ever be as big as EARTH, 
WIND  &  FIRE  (and  certainly  not  as  big  as  TOM 
CRUISE),  but  hopefully  we’ll  have  established 
ourselves in some meaningful way by then. If we’re 
not making music anymore at that point you can be 
assured  that  we’ll  still  be  best  friends,  as  we’ve 
always been.
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